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LAND CONSERVATION FAQ SHEET

Casey Trees’ Land Conservation Program provides permanent protection for lands with ecological, scenic, 
recreational, and natural resource values. Our program aims to restore fragmented patches of urban forest, 
enhance urban ecosystems and public health, and protect green space for trees to grow and neighbors to 
connect with nature. We work with local landowners to steward natural areas and improve the conditions of 
those sites.

HOW DOES CASEY TREES PROTECT LAND?

WHAT IS A CONSERVATION EASEMENT?
A conservation easement is a voluntary, legal agreement that permanently restricts the use of land from 
development to protect its important conservation values. Each easement is drafted to reflect the conservation 
values of the land and the personal interests of the landowner. Conservation easements "run with the land," 
which means that current and future owners of these properties may sell, gift, or transfer the land to a new 
owner at any time but the easement restrictions remain in place. Casey Trees holds conservation easements as a 
Land Trust and 501c3.

WHY SHOULD I  GRANT A CONSERVATION EASEMENT?
Land conservation strengthens communities by enhancing recreational opportunities, mitigating negative 
impacts of climate change, and protecting valuable natural resources. If the donation benefits the public by 
permanently protecting important conservation resources and meets other federal tax code requirements, it can 
qualify as a tax-deductible charitable donation. While Casey Trees can provide basic tax information, we strongly 
recommend that you consult with your tax advisor or legal counsel to understand the personal implications of a 
conservation easement.

DOES GRANTING A CONSERVATION EASEMENT GIVE THE PUBLIC 
A RIGHT TO ACCESS MY PROPERTY?

Not necessarily. A conservation easement doesn’t automatically require public access, or give the public the right 
to use your property. Casey Trees monitors the site annually to ensure that the agreed upon uses in the 
conservation agreement are being upheld, and to recommend measures to further protect and enhance the 
conservation values on-site.

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?
Reach out to our team at conservation@caseytrees.org

Conservation Easements
Privately owned land that has been protected
with a Casey Trees- held conservation 
easement remains in private ownership. The
landowner continues to own and manage the
land while limiting future development on the
property. Conservation easements can also 
be placed on public lands such as forests, 
parks, streams and wetlands.

Land Acquisition
The landowner sells or grants all rights, title 
and interest in the property. Casey Trees 
maintains perpetual stewardship and 
management responsibility for the land. 
Casey Trees may place a conservation 
easement on the land andtransfer ownership 
to another qualified agency, organization or 
nonprofit.


